591 Business of the House

Steve McCabe (Birmingham, Selly Oak) (Lab): Is it
true that the Lib Dem part of the coalition is continuing
to claim state funding, despite not being in opposition,
and if so, should we not have an urgent debate on that
obvious way to save the Leader of the House some
money?

Sir George Young: Short money is available to Opposition
parties; it is not available to Government parties. On the
more general question, we are committed to a reform of
party funding, and that was announced in the Queen’s
Speech.

Chris Bryant (Rhondda) (Lab): May we have a debate
in Government time—a full day debate, on the Floor of
the House—on human rights around the world, in
which we might discuss, for instance, the problem in
Russia and the Government’s change of policy in relation
to Russia, which is cutting all the programmes that
engage with civil society in Russia and that make it
possible for people to defend their rights against a very
difficult regime, in a situation where very few people
have an opportunity to put forward their legitimate
rights and few people have an opportunity to assemble?
Will he ensure that Ministers come to that debate and
explain their change of policy on Russia?

Sir George Young: It sounds to me an ideal question
to put to Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers
when that time arises.
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Cumbrian Shooting Incident

12.16 pm

The Secretary of State for the Home Department
(Mrs Theresa May): With permission, Mr. Speaker, |
would like to make a statement on the shootings that
took place yesterday in Cumbria. My right hon. and
noble Friend Baroness Neville-Jones will make this
statement in the other place.

I know that the whole House will want to join me in
sending our heartfelt condolences to everybody touched
by yesterday’s tragic events. In particular, our thoughts
and prayers are with the families and friends of those
who were so senselessly killed and injured in the shootings.
We also send our thoughts to the hon. Member for
Copeland (Mr Reed), who is in Cumbria today, in his
constituency. He represents communities that have been
touched by tragedy too many times in recent months—but
they are strong communities and I know they will bear
these sad events with dignity and fortitude.

I would also like to pay tribute to the police and
emergency services. In my short time as Home Secretary
I have been struck by the bravery, professionalism and
sense of duty that police officers demonstrate every
single day. Yesterday, the men and women of Cumbria
constabulary—aided by the civil nuclear constabulary,
neighbouring police forces and the other emergency
services—showed these qualities in abundance. They
have the support and admiration of the whole House as
they go about rebuilding the lives of the people of
Cumbria.

I spoke yesterday to Chief Constable Craig Mackey,
and we talked again this morning. He has told me that
his foree is now conducting a full and thorough investigation
to find out exactly what happened, how and why. More
than 100 detectives have been assigned to the task.
Their investigation will look into Derrick Bird’s history,
his access to firearms and the motivations for his actions.

As I said yesterday, while the police investigation is
ongoing, it would not be appropriate for me to comment
on any details beyond what has been released by Cumbria
constabulary, but I would like to tell the House what I
can.

Twelve people were killed yesterday, in addition to
Derrick Bird. There were 11 casualties who were being
or have been treated in hospitals in Whitehaven, Carlisle
and Newcastle. Of those, four are stable, four are
comfortable and three have been discharged. The police
are confirming the identity of those who died, and
names are being released by Cumbria constabulary as
and when formal identification is confirmed and immediate
family have been informed. More than 30 family liaison
officers have been working throughout the night to
identify formally the 12 people who were killed and
notify their relatives. The police investigation is being
led by a major incident group from the police headquarters
in Penrith, and there are 30 different crime scenes.

Derrick Bird’s body was located in woodland near
Boot at around 1.40 pm yesterday. No shots were fired
by police officers. At this stage, the police believe that he
took his own life. Two weapons were recovered by
police and are being examined by forensic experts. They
are a shotgun and a .22 inch rifle fitted with a telescopic
sight. Derrick Bird was a licensed firearms holder. He
had held a shotgun licence since 1995 and a firearms






